
ISE III Independent listening rating scale

4 ◗◗ Identifies and reports all important points and supporting details rapidly and accurately 
with confidence 

◗◗ Shows complete understanding of main points, including relevance to message as a whole

◗◗ Identifies speaker’s attitude and line of argument 

◗◗ Evaluates speaker’s arguments in a sophisticated way

3 ◗◗ Identifies and reports most main points and supporting details rapidly and accurately 

◗◗ Shows good understanding of main points, including relevance to message as a whole

◗◗ Recognises speaker’s attitude and line of argument 

◗◗ Evaluates speaker’s arguments

2 ◗◗ Identifies main points and reports them briefly but accurately 

◗◗ Shows good understanding of information in recording, but not always their relevance  
to message as a whole 

◗◗ Does not always grasp speaker’s attitude or line of argument

◗◗ Does not always evaluate speaker’s arguments

1 ◗◗ Identifies main points but incompletely or in a rather general way

◗◗ Shows some understanding of information in recording, but does not differentiate 
between major and minor points

◗◗ Does not recognise speaker’s attitude or line of argument

◗◗ Does not evaluate speaker’s arguments

0 ◗◗ No performance to assess (eg candidate does not speak)
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