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Music and Drama Access Fund – 
Example low scoring application 


Applicant details (the teacher/person applying on behalf of the candidate/s)

1. Please provide your name and contact details:

Your full name: Sue Smith

Your phone number: 01234 567890

Your email address: sue.smith76@outlook.com

Your address – Line 1: 1 Hill Rise

Your address – Line 2:

Your address – Town/City: Fakenham	

Your address – County: Norfolk

Your address – Postcode: NR21 7AF

Country (if not England):


2. What region are you based in? If you are based in more than one region, please indicate the main region you work in.

East of England - Yes

East Midlands

London

North East

North West

South East

South West

West Midlands

Yorkshire and the Humber

Northern Ireland

Republic of Ireland

Scotland

Wales


Comments: 


3. What is your relationship to the candidate/s? You might be there:

Peripatetic Music teacher - yes
Drama teacher
School teacher – Primary or Secondary
Trinity Private Centre Rep
Trinity Public Centre Rep
Other



4. Please tell us the name of the centre you anticipate your candidates would take their exams through. If you’re not sure please take a look at our Public Centres map.


Anticipated centre and number: Not sure – digital exam

Is this a public or private centre? 

Comments: 

5. Have you entered candidates for Trinity exams before? If yes, tell us when you last entered candidates for an exam in the comments box.

Yes

No


Comments: Spring 2025



6. Have you applied for a Music & Drama Access Fund grant before? If yes, please tell us which year/s in the comments box below.

Please note, the Access Fund is highly competitive and designed to fund candidates on a short-term basis and should not be considered a long-term funding stream. Our ethos is to try and award grants to as many different eligible candidates as possible; applicants should be aware that applications received for candidates who have previously been in receipt of a Music & Drama Access Fund grant, may have this taken into consideration.

No

Yes, we were successfully awarded a grant (please state below which year/s)

Yes, I have both received grants and been declined (please state below which year/s you received a grant)

Yes, however our application was declined

Comments:


About the Access Fund Candidate/s

7. Please provide the following information about the candidate/s:

How many candidates are you nominating for an Access Fund grant in this application? 5

Are you submitting more than one application to the Music & Drama Access Fund this round? (yes/no) If so, how many? Please note you cannot submit more than 10 applications in any one round.

Are you applying for funds needed for?

· An individual candidate (yes/no)

· A group of candidates working towards the same exam (yes/no)

· A group of individual candidates who are all working towards different exams but are being nominated by the same applicant (yes/no)

8. [bookmark: _Hlk83047702]Please use the table below to tell us the candidate name/s, what type of exam they are hoping to take and when they are aiming to take their exam. Please ensure you provide grade level and instrument/subject and for music, please state whether it is Classical & Jazz, Rock & Pop or Awards and Certificates in Musical Development i.e. Grade 6 Piano Classical, Grade 6 Drums Rock & Pop, Grade 4 Musical Theatre Solo.

If you can’t disclose the name/s, please put ‘Candidate 1’ or something similar.


	Name/s of candidates
	Will they take a face-to-face or a digital exam?
	What exam are they working towards? Include instrument & grade level
	When do they hope to take their exam? Month/year

	Ian Hughes
	Digital
	Grade 1 R&P Guitar
	Feb 2027

	Tegan Jones
	Digital
	Grade 3 R&P Guitar
	Feb 2027

	Laurence Mills
	Digital
	Grade 1 R&P Bass
	Feb 2027

	Annie Lewis
	Digital
	Grade 2 R&P Bass
	Feb 2027

	James Jamieson
	Digital
	Grade 5 R&P Bass 
	Feb 2027



Comments:


9. How old are the candidate/s that will benefit from this grant? Please enter how many candidates identify as male, female and/or non-binary for each category below. If this application is for an individual candidate, please only complete this for the individual this application is for.




	
	Number of males
	Number of females
	Number of non-binary
	Not listed / prefer not to say

	Under 12 years old
	2
	1
	
	

	12-17 years old
	1
	1
	
	

	18-24 years old
	
	
	
	

	25-34 years old
	
	
	
	

	35-44 years old
	
	
	
	

	45-54 years old
	
	
	
	

	55-64 years old
	
	
	
	

	65-74 years old
	
	
	
	

	75 years or older
	
	
	
	




Comments:

10. We need to know about the candidates you’re applying for and why you are applying for an Access Fund grant for them. Please indicate from the list below which access barrier/s your candidate/s are experiencing with regard to being able to take their Trinity exam. Refer to the Access Fund guidance for a definition of each access barrier. Your answer to this question will be scored.

Important note: if your Access Fund application is successful and you come to booking the exam, the information you supply in this application about your candidate/s will not be passed onto our exams operations team or the examiner. For candidates who require any adjustments to their exam, or simply wish to make the examiner aware of a disability or health condition, a special needs provision form must be completed and submitted with their entry along with appropriate supporting evidence (if required). Please see this webpage for more information.

	2
	They are disabled or they have special educational needs / additional learning needs (educational context) or other specific individual requirements

	5
	They live in areas of rural isolation and/or socio-economic deprivation

	
	Are in the criminal justice system

	
	Are looked after, by foster carers or in residential children’s homes

	
	Are carers/young carers or young parents

	1
	Are in a specific minority group (e.g. LGBTQIA+, Global Majority (previously known as ethnic minority groups), homeless, traveller, asylum seeker, refugee)

	1
	Are not in full-time education, employment or training/excluded from school/are in alternative education

	1
	Are hospital outpatients/inpatients or suffering long term health problems (including mental health problems)

	
	Other access/inclusion issue (please detail this in the comments box below)



Comments:




11. [bookmark: _Hlk83048542] Based on the categories above please tell us more about the candidate/s and their circumstances, including any particular needs and priorities they have. Your answer to this question will be scored. Please refer to the Access Fund guidance. 

All of these candidates live in a deprived area in rural isolation and all of them are from low-income families. Two candidates have learning difficulties. One candidate is not in mainstream education anymore.	Comment by Katherine Stapley-Smith: There is no detail on what the specific learning difficulties are and no detail on why one candidate is not in mainstream education. There is no mention of the minority group or any mention of the one candidate who is either a hospital outpatient/inpatient or is suffering long term health problems.

12. Please tell us about your candidate’s/candidates’ musical/drama journey so far. Have they had lessons before? Are they new to learning an instrument or drama technique? Have they sat an exam before? Your answer to this question will be scored. Please refer to the Access Fund guidance.

I have been teaching these students for over a year now. Some of them have taken music exams before. They all enjoy music.	Comment by Katherine Stapley-Smith: More individual detail is needed here on their musical journeys and their interest in learning an instrument etc. What exams has each of them taken? More detail needed on their individual background so we can gain a better understanding of the candidates and their needs. Do any of them play in ensembles at school or out of school? Do any of them enjoy practicing between lessons?

13. [bookmark: _Hlk83049013]How are the barriers they’re experiencing prohibiting them from accessing music/drama education and limiting their achievements? Explain how they would benefit from having the support of an Access Fund grant?  Your answer to this question will be scored. Please refer to the Access Fund guidance.

They need the grant as their families can’t afford to pay for lessons, the exam fees, equipment, books etc so they can’t progress onto the next grade.	Comment by Katherine Stapley-Smith: Again, more individual detail needed here about the barriers each of them are experiencing and why and how it's stopping them from accessing our qualifications. For example, how are their individual learning needs preventing them from accessing our qualifications? More detail needed on why they need the grant and how they would benefit from it.

14. How does this Access Fund grant fit into the candidate’s/candidates’ wider music or drama journey? Is this a one-off activity, or a step forward in their ongoing music/drama progression? Your answer to this question will be scored. Please refer to the Access Fund guidance.

The grant will help them progress to the next grade exam	Comment by Katherine Stapley-Smith: But how will doing their next exam actually benefit them? Do they want to move onto the next grade and progress as musicians? More detail needed about each candidate.


15. [bookmark: _Hlk87887896]What affect do you think being awarded an Access Fund grant for your candidate/s will have on your own teaching practice? Do you envisage any long-term benefits? (Only teachers need to answer this question)

It will mean I can continue to teach these candidates.	Comment by Katherine Stapley-Smith: But how will it bring you other benefits as a teacher and your practice as a teacher? Will it enable you to gain any additional skills, knowledge and experience?



Plan and budget details

16. What, specifically, do your candidate/s need the Access Fund grant for? Refer to the Access Fund guidance for examples of what we will fund. If there is something else that does not appear on this list which your candidate/s need the grant money for, please detail this in the comments section below. Your answer to this question will be scored.

	Yes
	To pay for the exam entry fee (please check the current list of fees and note that Face-to-Face exams are a different fee to Digital exams)

	Yes
	To pay for specific equipment needed to carry out the exam

	Yes
	To pay towards lessons

	
	To pay for an accompanist in the exam

	
	To pay for travel to the exam venue

	
	To pay towards instrument hire or purchase, where appropriate

	
	To pay for or towards equipment hire

	
	To buy relevant books, music scores, scripts

	
	To pay for venue hire where appropriate

	
	Something else (please detail in the comments box below)



Comments:

17. [bookmark: _Hlk83049827]Referring to the answers you’ve given above, please expand on this by providing a rationale for each item to confirm how it will support the candidate/s to achieve their exam. Your answer to this question will be scored. Please refer to the Access Fund guidance.

They need the exam fee so they can take their exams and they need the grant to pay for lessons as the parents can’t afford it.	Comment by Katherine Stapley-Smith: No mention of specific equipment needed and why. More detail needed here to explain how each item will support the candidates to achieve their exam. How many lessons will each candidate be receiving? Who is paying for the £916 excess for lesson costs beyond the £1,500 grant?

18. Please provide a budget using the template provided, detailing ALL of the costs involved in your candidate/s taking their Trinity exam. Please indicate if any elements are being funded elsewhere and by whom. The maximum grant is £1,500 per group and £300 per individual. Your budget will be scored. If you do not complete the budget, or it is not accurate, your application will automatically be declined. The panel reserve the right to part fund an application. Please make sure that your budget is complete and accurate before uploading it here as you will not be able to change it after uploading. Download a budget spreadsheet. Complete it and rename the file to include your name, save it and upload it using the 'Choose File' box below. Your budget will be scored.

BUDGET IS AVAILABLE TO DOWNLOAD

Comments: 

19. Total Access Fund amount applied for in this application (this must not exceed £1,500 for a group or £300 per individual candidate):

£1,500


20. Checklist:

	
	Yes

	Have you referred to the Access Fund guidance throughout?
	Yes

	Have you completed your budget and uploaded it?
	Yes

	Have you double checked all the figures in your budget?
	Yes

	Have you used the current list of fees?
	Yes




21. We cannot accept applications by email or post; you must submit your application online. By submitting this application you state that all details provided are true and accurate and that you have read and agree to Trinity College London's Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. Please confirm this by selecting the box below.

	Yes
	I have read and agree to Trinity College London’s Privacy Policy and Terms of Use




If you have any questions please email accessfund@trinitycollege.co.uk or go to the Music and Drama Access Fund page on the Trinity website here.
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